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Why Study Relationships?





A meaningful, recognizable connection 
between one person and another





others
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Prophet / Prophetess
In Scripture, someone with a message 
from God; a person who shares God’s 
truth, sometimes about the future
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Disciple



Disciple
A student who follows a teacher; in 
Scripture, one of Jesus’ followers



Creation

the History of Israel

the Prophets

Wisdom Literature

Jesus’ Ministry

others



Creation

the History of Israel

the Prophets

Wisdom Literature

Jesus’ Ministry

grow

others



Creation

the History of Israel

the Prophets

Wisdom Literature

Jesus’ Ministry

grow

serve

others



Why are relationships so difficult?



Why are relationships so difficult?

• Complex People



Why are relationships so difficult?

• Complex People
• Necessary Skills



Why are relationships so difficult?

• Complex People
• Necessary Skills
• Personal Fears



Why are relationships so difficult?

• Complex People
• Necessary Skills
• Personal Fears
• Relationship Alternatives



Why are relationships so difficult?

• Complex People
• Necessary Skills
• Personal Fears
• Relationship Alternatives
• Cultural Division
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How do people respond badly?

• Complete Withdrawal
• Shallow Relationships
• Radicalized Communities
• Transactional Relationships
• Abusive Relationships
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What will we study?

• Your and your God
• You and your family
• You and your friends
• You and the church
• You and your community
• You and the other sex
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God Our Creator









Term used in the Hebrew Bible to refer to God; 
means “I am”



Covenant



Covenant
A strong, binding promise, often between 
two parties





powerful



Sovereignty



Sovereignty
In Scripture, God’s absolute control over all 
things, despite acts of evil and rebellion 
against Him





holy
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Sin



Sin
The rejection of God and His goodness; 
disobeying God’s commands
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good
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Bear, a Lion, and a Hen
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Bear, a Lion, and a HenRescuer

Shepherd Rock





Being



DoingBeing



Doing RelationshipBeing
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God Our Savior



The Fall



The Fall
Humanity’s turn from God toward sin and 
death; the universal consequences of the 
first sin





anointed one





The Way





God and Man
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Gospel



Gospel
The “good news” of Jesus; one of four New 
Testament books that chronicle the work of 
Jesus



Teaching and Miracles



Miracle



Miracle
A divinely caused event that does not follow 
the normal laws of nature; often used by 
God to mark His presence or approval



Teaching and Miracles





Death on the Cross



The Gospel of Christ

We are lost and powerless in our sin. 
We deserve death, judgment, and 
separation from God (Rom. 3:23).



The Gospel of Christ

But Jesus died to pay for our sin, and 
He rose to show His power over death 
(1 Cor. 15:3–4, 56–57).



The Gospel of Christ

If we trust Jesus—if we accept His 
sacrifice for our sin—God will forgive 
us and consider us righteous  
(Acts 16:31; Rom. 3:22).



The Gospel of Christ

We who have trusted Jesus no longer 
need to fear punishment for our sin 
(Rom. 6:23).



The Gospel of Christ

Instead, we can now live in a way that 
is holy and acceptable to God (Rom. 
12:1).
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Holiness Power

Love
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